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DATE: June 18, 2015

TO: Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Vahid Behmaram, Water Management Planner Coordinator, Community
Services Department, 954-4647, vbehmaram@washoecounty.us,

THROUGH: Dwayne Smith, P.E., Division Director, Engineering & Capital Projects,
Community Services Department, 328-2043, desmith@washoecounty.us

SUBJECT: Approve a Water Rights Deed transferring 34.06 acre-feet of water rights
from Washoe County to Craig R. Hopkins and Malcolm A. Moore as co-
trustees of the Marion Hopkins 2012 Trust under Trust Agreement dated
December 21, 2012. (Commission District 2.)

SUMMARY

Washoe County is conveying portions of permits 57915, 61913, 57429 and 82835, being
34.06 acre-feet of Washoe Valley and Pleasant Valley ground water rights to Craig R.
Hopkins and Malcolm A. Moore as co-trustees of the Marion Hopkins 2012 Trust under
Trust Agreement dated December 21, 2012. These water rights were banked with
Washoe County by Mr. and Mrs. Lee Weston in 2003 in support of a proposed
development which was never completed. Mrs. Marion Hopkins is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Weston, and her trust is the successor in interest to these water rights.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Sustainability of our
financial, social and natural resources.

PREVIOUS ACTION

On February 11, 2003, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approved a deed
returning the subject water rights to Mr. and Mrs. Weston. At that time, Washoe County
and the Westons were litigating certain road issues. Upon the resolution of litigation, the
water rights were deeded to Washoe County again in May 2003 to support the proposed
parceling of 640 acres of Mr. and Mrs. Weston’s land at the North end of East Lake
Boulevard in Washoe Valley and Pleasant Valley.

BACKGROUND

Mr. and Mrs. Weston owned 640 acres of land, consisting of six separate parcels of land,
at the north end of East Lake Boulevard near highway 395 (see parcel map # 3107
attached). This land lies on the boundary of Washoe Valley and Pleasant Valley
hydrographic basins. Mr. and Mrs. Weston acquired and banked with Washoe County
36.08 acre-feet of water rights from both Washoe Valley and Pleasant Valley to support
parceling of their land. Litigation between Washoe County and Mr. and Mrs. Weston
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resulting from the status of the Ophir Road, which crosses these lands, was eventually
resolved. Mr. and Mrs. Weston utilized 2.02 acre-feet of the water rights for creation of
one new parcel. However, the remainder being 34.06 remains uncommitted. By letter
dated March 31, 2015 Mrs. Marion Hopkins, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Weston, now
deceased, requested the conveyance of these uncommitted water rights back to her Trust,
which is the successor in interest to these water rights. The idea of re-conveyance was
initiated and suggested to Mrs. Hopkins by County staff due to the long duration of
banking with Washoe County, and lack of any immediate plans to further develop these
lands.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact associated with execution of the Water Rights Deed.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners approve the Water Rights
Deed transferring 34.06 acre-feet of water rights from Washoe County to Craig R.
Hopkins and Malcolm A. Moore as co-trustees of the Marion Hopkins 2012 Trust under
Trust Agreement dated December 21, 2012.

POSSIBLE MOTION

Should the Board agree with staff’s recommendation, a possible motion would be:
“Move to approve the Water Rights Deed transferring 34.06 acre-feet of water rights
from Washoe County to Craig R. Hopkins and Malcolm A. Moore as co-trustees of the
Marion Hopkins 2012 Trust under Trust Agreement dated December 21, 2012.”

Attachments: Request for conveyance of water rights
Water Rights Deed
Parcel Map # 3107
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When recorded, return to:
Marion Hopkins 2012 Trust
1932 Blenheim Drive East
Seattle, WA 98112

WATER RIGHTS DEED

WASHOE COUNTY, a political subdivision of the State of Nevada, as GRANTOR, hereby
conveys to Craig R. Hopkins and Malcolm A. Moore as co-trustees of the Marion Hopkins
2012 Trust under Trust Agreement dated December 21, 2012 as GRANTEE, the real
property consisting of water rights described as follows:

Portions of Permit Numbers:

61913 5.137 acre-feet
57915 9.94 acre-feet
57429 & 82835 18.98 acre-feet Total Combined Duty (TCD)

All permits on file with the Nevada State Engineer, Division of Water Resources, to
appropriate ground water, together with a proportionate share of the rate of diversion of
said permits.

GRANTOR:

WASHOE COUNTY

A political subdivision of the
State of Nevada

By:

Marsha Berkbigler, Chair
Washoe County Commission

Date:

Attest

By:

Nancy Parent, County Clerk

STATE OF NEVADA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF WASHOE )

On this day of , 2015, before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared
Marsha Berkbigler, personally known to me to be the Chair of the Washoe County Commission, who
acknowledged to me that she executed the foregoing document.

Notary Public
My Commission expires:




Marion Weston Hopkins
1932 Blenheim Drive East
Seattle, WA 98112
206-854-4401

marionhopkins@comcast.net

Vahid Behmaram

Water Rights Manager

Washoe County

4930 Energy Way

Reno, NV 89502

Re: Permits 57915, 61913, 57429 and 61703

March 31, 2015

Dear Mr. Behmaram:

As you are aware, the above four listed permits, or portions thereof, are

vested in the name of Washoe County. Would you kindly see that Washoe County
reconveys the above-listed water rights to the Craig R. Hopkins and Malcolm A.
Moore, as co-Trustees of the Marion Hopkins 2012 Trust under Trust Agreement
dated December 21, 2012. Should you have any questions, feel free to contact

me.
Very truly yours,

Marion W. Hopkins

Copy to:

Ross E. de Lipkau, Esq.
Stephen C. Mollath, Esq.
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